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Proposals for Rule Changes

• Close fisher season – trapping and firearms/bow

• Three bag limit (season and state-wide) for red and 
gray foxes - trapping and firearms/bow

• Implement mandatory tags/permits and reporting 
for all furbearers (see recent petition)

• Decrease firearms/bow season for all furbearers 
from 6-7 months to 3 months

• Close firearms/bow season for coyote from April 1 
to September 1.
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RSA 206:4-aI.

• Duties of Commission
• the enforcement of fish and game laws for the purpose of 

sustaining healthy populations of fish, wildlife, and 
marine resources; (2004)

• = management of wildlife so their populations are 
sustainable or stable (2021)

• For major game species that goal appears to be 
achieved

• Different story for furbearing species, especially 
predators
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Figure 18. Whitetail Deer Take 1960-2018 (NH Fish and Game). 
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Figure 10. Number of Bears Taken by Hunting Method (1997-2018)
(NH Fish and Game)

Still Bait Hound Total

Figure 19: 



Furbearer Data

• Trapping results
• “Harvest” – Number taken

• Catch per Unit Effort (CPUE) – Number taken per 100 
trap nights

• All data from Annual Harvest Summaries or directly 
provided by NHFG

• This presentation focuses on “ harvest data”

• Analysis of CPUE data which I’ve addressed at the 
last two biennial rule-making hearings also 
provided in handout or by link.
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Season 

(Reporting 

Year)
1

Beaver Muskrat Otter Mink Raccoon Coyote Fisher

Gray 

Fox

Red 

Fox

Total 

Animals

Total 

Terrestrial 

Predators
2

Total 

Terrestrial 

Predators ex 

coyotes

Total 

Aquatic 

Predators - 

Otter + 

Mink

Total 

Herbivors -

Beaver + 

Muskrat

2002 4313 3577 386 616 555 556 1001 183 409 11596 2149 1593 1002 7890

2003 2280 1458 275 367 415 532 781 188 364 6660 1865 1333 642 3738

2004 2626 1495 321 304 433 654 741 215 454 7243 2064 1410 625 4121

2005 2366 2118 279 314 55 622 694 104 381 6933 1801 1179 593 4484

2006 3057 2109 367 292 350 464 548 71 239 7497 1322 858 659 5166

2007 3377 2651 345 449 495 560 595 190 337 8999 1682 1122 794 6028

2008 2270 1587 214 477 557 416 397 134 233 6285 1180 764 691 3857

2009 2756 1170 209 277 362 505 381 154 286 6100 1326 821 486 3926

2010 2603 1736 240 253 409 426 298 189 254 6408 1167 741 493 4339

2011 2337 1272 214 332 524 401 335 187 226 5828 1149 748 546 3609

2012 3229 1698 344 247 347 410 255 114 207 6851 986 576 591 4927

2013 2484 1800 285 385 571 509 269 150 291 6744 1219 710 670 4284

2014 2324 1658 241 281 577 485 216 172 257 6211 1130 645 522 3982

2015 2044 1383 166 257 454 434 225 76 162 5201 897 463 423 3427

2016 2244 1432 163 170 434 500 138 101 167 5349 906 406 333 3676

2017 1202 547 146 110 321 383 90 55 115 2969 643 260 256 1749

2018 1140 500 82 87 230 390 44 56 115 2644 605 215 169 1640

2019 1252 553 95 75 249 299 44 26 118 2711 487 188 170 1805

2020 1056 272 101 32 159 322 35 19 132 2128 508 186 133 1328

2021 893 327 84 32 203 277 32 33 82 1963 424 147 116 1220
Total per species 

since 1990 89,339 65,648 8,592 10,585 16,733 12,674 14,826 3,465 8,892 230,754 39,857 27,183 19,177 154,987

Total Take last 20 years (2002-2021)
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Season 

(Reporting 

Year) Beaver Muskrat Otter Mink Raccoon Coyote Fisher Gray Fox Red Fox

2002 9.99 8.97 2.12 2.25 3.97 2.86 2.57 1.86 2.67

2003 8.55 8.91 2.15 1.85 3.16 2.26 3.10 1.54 1.95

2004 8.82 10.60 2.33 1.73 3.38 1.68 2.61 1.37 2.17

2005 8.97 10.60 1.76 2.19 2.57 1.85 2.22 1.52 1.86

2006 6.38 7.76 1.58 2.07 2.46 1.77 1.34 0.86 1.52

2007 7.31 5.41 1.58 1.30 1.78 2.77 1.63 1.12 2.03

2008 8.82 7.28 2.11 2.64 3.17 2.30 1.64 1.24 1.64

2009 7.52 5.87 1.63 2.08 2.67 2.30 1.63 1.30 1.66

2010 7.62 6.24 2.48 2.07 3.57 2.00 1.61 1.20 1.41

2011 8.82 5.73 1.97 2.08 3.18 1.92 1.58 1.52 1.51

2012 6.86 5.64 1.55 1.99 3.07 2.40 1.28 1.33 1.80

2013 5.29 4.85 1.26 1.43 2.49 1.46 1.42 1.07 1.34

2014 5.96 5.07 1.55 1.09 2.72 1.21 0.94 0.92 1.13

2015 5.52 4.70 1.96 1.91 2.20 1.21 1.32 0.69 1.12

2016 4.71 5.31 1.46 1.47 3.41 1.06 1.13 0.77 0.88

2017 7.23 5.70 2.77 1.57 1.62 1.41 1.73 0.55 0.83

2018 6.92 6.53 1.65 1.75 3.68 1.52 1.08 1.02 1.63

2019 8.27 6.75 3.15 2.05 2.95 2.17 1.23 1.73 2.06

2020 6.14 5.64 2.11 1.34 1.68 1.19 1.16 0.36 1.54

2021 5.73 11.17 2.80 2.05 2.81 1.77 1.47 1.62 1.77

Catch per 100 Trap Nights (CPUE)

CPUE last 20 years (2002-2021)
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Species

Average Annual

“Harvest”

15- Year Period

1990-2004

Average Annual

“Harvest”

3-Year Period

2019-2021

Percent Decline

Beaver 3514 1087 -69%

Muskrat 2856 384 -87%

Otter 334 93 -72%

Mink 434 46 -89%

Raccoon 696 203 -71%

Coyote 351 299 -15%

Fisher 682 37 -95%

Gray Fox 109 26 -76%

Red Fox 353 111 -69%

# Trapping Licenses 443 538 +21%



 

 

 

 

FISH AND GAME CPUE DATA 



Figure 1. Fisher CPUE as presented during 2021 draft rule making.
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Fisher CPUE as presented during 2021 draft rule making
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Same data with appropriate ‘y’ axis and trend analysis



 

ALTHOUGH NH GAME MANAGEMENT PLAN HAS 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND DECISION CRITERIA FOR 

ADJUSTING HARVEST FOR OTHER WILDLIFE, FURBEARER 

POPULATIONS DON’T HAVE EITHER.  

 

CURIOUSLY, FURBEARERS ARE NOT EVEN ADDRESSED IN THE 

GAME MANAGEMENT PLAN DESPITE THEIR GREATER 

ECOLOGICAL VALUE 

 

WHY NOT? 



Thank You
Any Questions
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Table 10: Red Fox CPUE 2-yr Running Average (NH F&G Data)

Red Fox CPUE 2-yr Running Average

Mean CPUE 1990-2004 = 2.24
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Figure 12: Gray Fox CPUE 2-yr Running Average (NH F&G Data)

Gray Fox CPUE 2-yr Running Average
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More on CPUE Analysis

• Provided in handout to commissioners

• Available here for 2020: 
http://www.nhwildlifecoalition.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/Complete-Testimony.pdf

• Or write nhwildlifecoalition@gmail.com
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